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The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE) is the only association dedicated to
safeguarding and enhancing the benefits of America's active and retired federal employees, and their survivors.

EVENT: CHARLES R.PATTON CHAPTER 156 MAY MEETING

WHEN: SATURDAY, MAY 14,2011

WHERE: J&S CAFETERIA, WESTRIDGE MARKET PLACE, ENKA, NC 28729
TIME: BREAKFAST AT 9:30, MEETING AT 10:15 AM

MAY PROGRAM

Minnie Pearl will be with us at our May meeting in the
person of Betty Boyte, a member of our local NARFE chapter.
Betty has been doing a Minnie Pearl impersonation for five
years, starting at a talent show in Florida. She has had many
invitations by various clubs, churches, and other groups
including a wedding rehearsal party. She has also done Lilly
Tomlin but says she prefers Minnie. Plan on joining us at our
May 14 Chapter meeting and enjoy the talent of one of our
own members. | can assure you that you will have a good

time.
00000000000000000D0000OONIOOOONNONVVOOONONVVOOONOONVVOOOOONVOO0

ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH MATCHING FUNDS

We thank chapter members Neva Carlson and David
Jefferson once again for their matching funds donation of up to
$500.00 for Alzheimer’s research to our chapter. Neva and
David will match all Alzheimer donations made through the
chapter up to $500.00. The matching funds period will
continue through the end of March, 2012. As a reminder,
donations made through the Chapter are tax deductable. Last
year our chapter donated $1,000.00 to Alzheimer's. Our
challenge this year is to increase that donation. Please make
your check payable to NARFE Chapter 156 and mail it to our
Treasurer Bruce Habermann at: 136 Castlerock Drive,
Asheville, NC 28806-9517. Thank you Neva and David!

HEARING ASSISTANCE

There are two general reasons why a person chooses not
to use hearing aids, one is personal choice and two is cost.
Cost is often the reason why fewer than 25 percent of
individuals who are hearing impaired use hearing aids. There
is help on the cost issue. Most on the Federal Employees
Health Benefits Program insurance plans now have coverage
for a portion of the cost of hearing aids. Also a product
discount from TruHearing is part of the NARFE Perk program.
TruHearing contracts with 1,400 hearing professionals
nationwide and can be contacted by calling 877-372-4967.

CONSUMER PRICE NEWS

After two consecutive years without a cost-of-living
adjustment (COLA), two consecutive months of higher-than-
expected consumer price increases have brought the January
Consumer Price Index over the base, and most economists
predict food and fuel will continue to press the index upward.
Up-to-date COLA information is available on the NARFE

website (www.NARFE .org).

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

First | want to thank our Treasurer, Bruce Habermann for
his excellent job of keeping our financial records accurate and
on track, and thanks to Sabine Dieringer and Jim Ariail for
auditing our financial records. If only our Federal and State
finances were in this good shape.

| , and I'm sure the rest of the attendees to the State
Convention in Carolina Beach, are looking forward to this
convention.  This year the program is a bit different.
Workshops have been replaced by invited speakers: Ms.
Sharron Appel, Office of Personnel Management; Mr. Andrew
Olsen, Elder Law Attorney; Social Security Specialist to be
announced; and Mr. Dan Adcock, NARFE Natl. Legislative
Officer. There is time for Q&A with all speakers. This should
be a very informative series of speakers.

From the Legislative arena, the eye of the storm is getting
closer, and as my grandfather would say ‘those folks in
Washington will be working for their pay.” It is impossible to
predict at this point whether federal retirees will be treated
fairly or not. At this point we need to stay attentive, make your
elected officials aware of your views, and be thankful we have
a National office in Washington that is working for our benefit
and that provides us with sound reason and interpretation of
proposed actions.

Before signing off, | hope each of you consider participating
in some way in our silent auction project. See the separate
articles that were in last month’s newsletter and the current
newsletter on the Silent Auction. Our aim is to offer quality
items that are of value and not items that you may find at your
typical flea market or garage sale. Let's make this a fun and
worthwhile project that will support our chapter treasury and
offset any concern about the need to raise chapter dues in the
future.

Hope to see you at the May Chapter meeting.

Theron Rumsey, Chapter President
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NARFE PICNIC BASKETS

For our picnic this year, which is sponsored by our chapter
at Lake Julian, we would again like to raffle off several baskets
of various themes to raise funds for the Alzheimer Association.
The themes could include the following:
1. coffees and/or teas
2. games, such as puzzles, Sudoku, cards, etc.
3. bird feeder items: handbook, suet, seeds, etc.
4. desk items: paper clips, white out, masking tape,



stationery, scotch tape, pens, efc.
5. snacks - not too large packages, please
6. gardening: gloves, small spades, books, seeds, efc.
7. gift wrapping items: scotch tape, cards, bows, stamps,
stickers, pens, efc.

Sabine Dieringer, Donna Habermann and Sandy Rumsey
will coordinate these baskets. Once we get the baskets
together, there will be a list of what each basket holds and a
bag which will hold the raffle tickets that you will purchase to
receive that basket. Now for the fun stufft We would like to
solicit any of the items mentioned above or anything else that
you may have in your possession that could be used given the
themes or one of your own that is practical and please make
sure these items are new and_not too big. Once we find out
how much we have, we will purchase the rest to fill the baskets
using NARFE funds which of course will be replenished after
the raffle. So000, please check your supplies and let Sabine
(236-0080) or Sandy (658-2131) or Donna (667-5705) know
where these items could be picked up or brought to the next
meeting or bring a full basket to the picnic. Thank you and |
know this will be a successful way to raise funds for a very

worthwhile cause. ~ Sabine Dieringer, Public Relations Officer
00000000000000O0OVNOVNOVNOVNOVVNOVNOVVNOVVNOVVOFNOVVNOVN0OG0

BENEVOLENCE REPORT FOR MARCH 2011

New or Reinstated Chapter Members: We welcome the

following folks:

Catherine Brooks Laura Burrell
Eloise Clark Terry McElrath

Please join us at our chapter meetings announced in our

newsletter.

Members that decided to drop their membership:

Nelson Higgins John Mathewson
Benjamin Watkins

We ask any member acquainted with these follks to give them

a call and encourage them to reinstate their membership.

They are as important to us and to NARFE as NARFE is to

them.

Members Passed Away:
Parilee Austin
Yvonne Scott

We offer prayers for the families of the deceased. The

memories of them will live on within the NARFE community.
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SILENT AUCTION

Your first opportunity to bid on the silent auction items will
be at our June meeting on June 11. To date, three items have
been provided for this auction and they are 1. Four beautiful
colored prints, 2. Two antique silver Compotes, and 3. A
Jefferson Golden Hour mystery clock which is 24-kt gold
plated.

After the "auction" at the meeting, the highest bids will be
published to all members who will have two additional week in
which to bid. You may place your bids with Tom Beatty;
however, incremental bids must be at least $3.00 more than
the current high bid. Remember an offered bid is a contract
which must be completed.

Any questions to Tom Beatty, at 828.298.6161 or
tkbpop@yahoo.com.
HONORARY MEMBER DIES

George M. Roberts, age 100, longtime chapter member and
Honorary Member of NARFE, passed away on April 21, 2011.
George retired in 1972 after a 36-year career with the U.S.
Postal Service. We are grateful for his service to our country .

Rosemary Maxwell
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NARFE SUPPORTED FOOD DRIVE

The Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive, sponsored by the
National Association of Letter Carriers and supported by
NARFE, is the nation’s largest single-day food drive. Feeding
America (http:/feedingamerica.org/default.aspx) reports food
banks in most areas of the country have low food stocks and
high demand. On SATURDAY, May 14, the National
Association of Letter Carriers (www.nalc.org) and National
Rural Carriers Association will conduct their 19t annual Stamp
Out Hunger Food Drive. In 2010, this NARFE supported drive
delivered 73.1 MILLION pounds of non-perishable items
donated by postal patrons to local food organizations. NARFE
members are urged to collect and bag non-perishable food
items and place the bag by your mailbox for your city or rural
letter carrier on Saturday, May 14, 2011. Results of the Food
Drive will be reported to NARFE members.

0000000 00000000 OO OO0V OOOOOO0OVV OO OO OOO000OOOO0

DO YOU JUST BELONG
The following appeared in the February 2011 NARFE
Recruiting & Retention Journal:

Do you attend meetings and mingle with the flock?
Or do you stay at home and criticize and knock?

Do you take an active part to help the work along?
Or are you satisfied to be the kind who just "belong?”

Do you work on a committee to see there is no trick?
Or leave the work to just a few and talk about a clique?

Do you come to meetings often and help with hand and heart?
Don't be just a member but take an active part.

Think this over and remember you know right from wrong.
Are you an involved member or do you just "belong"?
B Adapted from a poem featured in the January/February

2011 issue of the Colorado Federation Newsletter.
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MEMBERSHIP
The new Dues Withholding cost for NARFE National &
Chapter membership is $3.67 per month, now less than a
gallon of gas. Can you provide me with some real-life
statements of what this will buy you that | can use in future
recruitment letters? Tom Beatty, tkopop@yahoo.com.

COFFEE CLUSTER (NORTH)

The Northside Cluster will meet at Baba’s Kitchen (formerly
Wayne’s Restaurant), 1469 Merrimon Ave. on May 19th at
9:00 am. Drop in and stay in touch over a cup of coffee or
maybe breakfast. Theron Rumsey (828-658-2131)

COFFEE CLUSTER (EAST)

The Eastside Cluster will not meet in May but will resume in

June.

QUOTE
‘Some cause happiness wherever they go; others whenever
they go”. Oscar Wilde

Deadline for the next newsletter — May 21, 2011

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE GROCE FUNERAL HOME
AND ASHEVILLE QUICKPRINT FOR THEIR CONTINUING
SUPPORT TO NARFE CHAPTER 156.

AALSANOTYT SADIAYAS NINLAY
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